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I_would_.suggest_that. we not resume. the. DeSoto patrol for several weeks 
and that” we take another look at it then. We shall probably wish to run 
it from time to time, but a balancing of our ot 0 .. may require that 

it be so irregular, and so far from shore, that it will be of more symbolic 
than tactical use. 

I shall _try to outline below some of the., considerations which lead, me 
to this recommendation: 

The North Vietnamese w ill, probably con*-’ J '.o__attack DeSoto. patrols 
which get ^wi thin reach. They will be impelled by pride, by the tactical 
object of wishing to force us to a high estimate of the risks involved in 
carrying the war to the North, and by the knowledge that there is relation- 
ship between this patrol and operation y±A. The Chinese Communists will be 
under very strong pressures to back the North Vietnamese up. 

Given the replaceability of FT boats— if not of their crews— we shall 
probably. .noi„be^ble to_deprive the. North Vietnamese, of .all capacity, to 
harrass us, particularly if ~our~destroyers are close in shore. On the 
other hand, the attrition of their personnel, and the danger of more serious 
US retaliation, will tend to encourage the North Vietnamese not to close on 
destroyer patrols some distance at sea, where the PT boats' disadvantages 
are most marked. The Chinese Communists have a stake in seeing victory in 
South Viet-Nam, but not in escalation per se, and they might quietly en- 
courage the North Vietnamese not to attack unpublicized US destroyer patrols 
well off shore. 

Our risks mount sharply as we approach shore, both because of the 
greater likelihood of attack and because the PT boats are operating under 
conditions better suited to them. If we were t o sustain ca^alties , the 
pressures, to, retsQiate^iarply against North 'Viet-Na m wou ld .bec ome al most 
intolerable . 

Such retalia tion wo uld .probably . bring on a significant enlargement of 
the war'. Reluctant as they probably are, the Chinese" Communists "have gotten 
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